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In the Land of Bratwurst, a New Hispanic Boom

In a Big Population Shift.
Latino Immigrants Flock
To Towns in the Midwest

By Parreres THiostas
aff Rejertrr ol T Waill Srifs Jilusal

MILWAUKEE-Betier known for beer and
bratwurst, Lhls city has dodent ol Mexican restaL:
rants and watering holes stretching lock after
binek of low-tlung balldings ca ihe Hirpanks segth
side.

Grootries dimitate nol one Byt three Jazal
Hispanic newypapers. A Yedow Fapel oo Hb-
panic baaineises no 1o 30 . L veer, Has-
panic maparine reted Miwamkes e oFoenli-bes
city in AmeTica for Hispanics.

Mirehdkee?

Hisparic immigrasts and thel: deascendants
are [anning oul znd setlling ints A|dwesiem
towns, fur from the bonder regions 4RS Metropoll-
tan :f::m mwm Lanso i'll-":;ln :1
shon Lating® pu st vear for Ne-
brazka Mbpanics. Eamsss Oy, 3. and Cleve
land have IBriviny Hissaak: comimsitheg.

While aboot (% of the U5, Mrpanie pooois-
thon. 18 million people, Trre in 30 mides metropoli-
1an areRs, Bbood 13 milfion Highanics reriie I e
ond-ther cltben across the U5 Thoaph tle nér
theed, “that dis | [n ene of Tk bip storiey ol the
16005, says Michael Fix, director oy IErsigration
studies for ihe Urban Institufe. & Washingtop,
D.C., think tank.

Comtimatd Froen oo Hi

Corp, ecalldn't 0B joba &t 145 faciery in
porthern Omaukee Cousrty, 1 moved samse
of s operafions to a facllity on the south
slde of Milsaukes, New, nearly all of its
! emplovées Chire dre :I-I;:Hmr. and medat

walk 1o their jobs. Strolling out after Fri-
| 2ay's refidar shorl sscfi, masager Soe
i Sarmpon describes horpever ot e farility

18 o word: "N,

A wariness of prvermment hes et
| mamy Hespanies underpround and wthout
| potitical voice, Hispanle jeaders belleve the

cefigiee bunesl hes woebdlly' Endenoounied
the mumber of Hupanss i Milwaukes
Oy ™% ol the regisiered Hispanics woled
In the past peseral elechon. Midwaukes has
elecied caly two Hipasies to peblie cffice,
Ciroult Jodge Blsa Lamelas 152 St Rep.
Pedro Colon. Witheut a enified voboe, Mr.
Colon wimed in & reteal peech, “The
neertl Side wiE oostkoe bo Sea Y.

Qfteh & comanusity 1 palvaniied ' a
dingle enerpetic force. and {6 Milwaikes's
Hispanic quariers i 1§ Hyear-old Maria
Monresl-Cameran. Presiding from & ¢lul-
tered ollice in an incubator of mostly His-
panie businesses, a fioir below Allen Ed-
monds, she it nominaly the pent of
i Wistonsin Hispanis Chamber of Com-
Evifee, bot e mbtiios S 1 pivaste His-
panie pescds Uhroogl every means the

At 8 ehi)d In Wiseoein, Mg, Monreal-
| Cameron citen woke up {2 fiad pranpers
| hoddied wnder biankets on ber lving room

The New Melting Pot

Ranket by parceriafe increare
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Mamy immigrants find uSEfﬂi‘T-lﬂ ﬁmmlz
hospitable 10 neweomens than bipger citier, wit
affordabie homes, decent public schools and job
oppartunities. partieuiariy in Midwestern mest-
packing planis, factories and foundries,

Cnee & family peis a foothold, others lallae,
That migration. dauing back 1o the 1530w, has cre=

nted o pood of Higpanics thal tepresents aboul &%
of the Mihwaukee population, leaving a deep lmr
print om the shares of Lake Michigan.

Across Whoiconain, the Hispanse popudation has
tripled since 1550, 1o 1ES.000. “Mikraakes feels lis
bome.” 3373 Guefranco Tessaro, who mived
freen Py o Mihwsdkes i0 1951, [oliwing &
brothier, whi met kim at The sirport with a pair of
ihkrk-soled shoes for the snow. Like most of the
e Hispanic arrivals, Mr. Tecsaro giabeldy Tound
i Jow-sillied job. He slarted in & sheet-metal far-
tory, eleaning and doing odd joha. Elnee this, he
married § Midwesterner, rabeed w0 song, and
pow ownd Rl own business, Inspired Artizans
Lad, which sefld linEgical aft and renovales
einerche.

bsalytiem & tne fin2 Hispanie Mdwetternemy
Bt fuemed invto commumnity. “When 1 grew up I8
Boubder, There wis one other Hippanic femily.”
says Loren Aragon, whe b5 33, Today, Mr, Aragos
lives in Milwauker and works for his brother's
thrising firm, Sie Temporaries Int., which places
TEmposary workers, nearly all Puerto Rican imms
grants, in lighi industrial jobs. About 600 & week
pile into buses, along wilh transiators on #tall,
who hely pave the way, He supplies companies
with st of Spanih transiations (o0 weres sochias
“brealrod” oF Trestooen,” B Uhey Dike,

With Wikconsin ohemploymeni Bovrennp
proind 35, D foandries and factories of Milway-
ket —hame of Harley-Davidson Ine., Quad Graph-
b and o lerpe .G Penney Co. distributich eeh-
fer—have given &h ally warm weliome o
the Higpanle workers, When Allen Edmonds Shoe

Fiease Turm to Page B4, Colemm 3

A Hispanic Boom Transforms Milwaukee

At the Wisconsin Hispanic Chamber of Commerce,
the president still encounters stereatypes. A hotel
staffer called and blurted, ‘I need housemaids.’

fioor, They were femities from Mexoo and
Puerin Riso, journeving for work in the
factories of Miwaukee. Her parents, Mexk
can immigrants themselves, never tirmed
away the new arrivals,

A3 an adult, she began joining local
commiunlity boards when her yousgest of
$1x children was prown. She now i3 active
on 18, olten the fizst Hitpanie reprisenta-
Eive. -
Ehe plavs matchmeker with banks and
bizsinesyes, 5018 &8 informal adviser 1o le-
cal enirepreneurs, and presses her polit-
cal contacts for improvements of the south
site. She successfully took on the poditical
edablishment in & fght to upgrade 1he
Stk Steeet Viaduct, 3 rathy-looldng 8-
year-old bridge cver the channdl and in-
dustrial section that separates the His-
panic sogth side from Milwagket's down-
tewn. "I the paleway o ooF cofmmo-
nl“éi::hl"ﬁr}m

alsp SECUre povernmest
grapts for the incubator, the Milwsukes
Enterprise Center, with 25 small firms,
mastly Hipanic, Thelr numberd incude

peopie lke Roberto Fuentez, a former mi
Erand warker whh B hat o emafl machine
ding shop. “This B something thai
doesn take & 161 of edication, bul oy
need some trakning,” he says. sauniering
past his mackines,

Adalherin Olivares, & focal Vietnam
veteran, wanied o Siart a trucking sl
ress o & smal as from & former eme
plower. “Al wai heasinp obe trock.” ghe
suys. "1, Yoo know what? Let's pet po
ing bere. Je1's make It happen.” She per-
subfed him to move hie bosiness into the
infubaler, and helped him gel financing,
He now bns & Neet of 33 trucks, 12 of which
are cumBer-operaled,

Mx. Monreal-Cameron rolls her eves af
the [nevitable stefeciyping she encoun
ters. A MiEmar-rejources persop from a ls
€2l botel called My Mooreal-Cameron
blurting. 1 peed hoovemuids ™ My Moo
rerHCRmEn [hat the chambef
b= B placement service, but she knew
several execulives who woulld be fine bu-
man-resource candidales, “Shi g up on
me,” My Menreal-Cameron savs.



